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The observations of Smith seem to have been the guiding 
spirit that prompted the author’s investigation resulting in this 
thoroughly readable volume, abounding in much more practical 
information, diagnostic as well as therapeutic, than can be offered 
in this review. 

Mahti x W. Wauu. 
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This excellent number sustains the character of the preceding 
volumes of this work. The fourth volume completes the first 
year, and we take this occasion to congratulate Dr. Hare upon 
the success of this addition to high-class medical literature. Sur¬ 
gical subjects are treated of in the chapter on diseases of the 
digestive tract and allied organs; in the chapter on genito¬ 
urinary diseases in the male; in the chapter on fractures, dis¬ 
locations, amputations, surgery of the extremities, and ortho¬ 
pedics ; and in a chapter devoted to anatomy. 

Under the subject of cancer of the stomach, attention is 
called to the fact that tumor of the pylorus may be found in 
almost any part of the abdomen. The most recent views con¬ 
cerning this disease arc reported from many sources. A most 
interesting study of appendicitis is the resume of 1400 fatal cases 
collected by Mitchell, who believes that the general professional 
opinion has gone to the extreme in assuring that foreign bodies 
are not an etiological factor of considerable importance in this 
disease. In seven per cent, of the fatal cases collected by him, 
true foreign bodies, aside from thecal concretions, were found. 

'flic recent literature on the surgery of the pancreas adds 
some very helpful knowledge to this subject. The researches of 
Paul Carnot are of especial importance. “A. Cipriani mentions 
the following as the criteria of stone in the pancreatic duct, 
namely, glycosuria, slealorrhcea, sialorrhcca, general malaise, 
vomiting, and emaciation, together with the presence of calculi 
in the f.cces, with deep-seated pain along the costal border which 
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radiates to the spine and left scapula. To this should he added 
the thirst and increase in appetite, and the fact that on analysis 
the calculus is shown to he composed of phosphate of lime.” 
This gives one an idea of the admirable manner of criticism em¬ 
ployed in this work. 

The error of considering the terms chronic gonorrhrea and 
gleet as synonymous is demonstrated by the contributions on 
these subjects. There arc also presented some new views on the 
subject of cystitis, and particularly concerning the relation of 
the bacillus coli to the disease. This bacterium is assigned to 
a relatively insignificant place as a cystitis producer by Rovsing. 
Treatment with silver nitrate solution is not only of the greatest 
therapeutic value, he claims, hut is of high diagnostic importance. 
The French school is adding rapidly to our knowledge of this 
subject. 

The detection of renal calculi by the X-ray has become a 
diagnostic necessity. There are on record up to the present time 
thirty-one cases of this kind. The diagnosis of this condition has 
heretofore been it deduction from symptoms surrounded always 
by much uncertainty. Ilenrv Morris has incised the kidney 
over forty times for stone, whose existence seemed indicated by 
the symptoms, without finding the calculus. Positive diagnosis 
may be made by the use of the Rontgcn ray. The “ permanent 
iodoform dressing of the bladder” described by Hazy is inge¬ 
nious. 

The latest views of the subject of rubber gloves still show 
much in their favor. A most valuable discussion is that upon 
the gas bacillus, embodying reports of twenty-two. cases of in¬ 
fection with this organism. Reports of Wright’s isolation of 
the specific cause of madttra foot are presented. Among other 
valuable reports and resumes arc those concerning osteoplastic 
amputations, traumatic gangrene from rupture of the inner ar¬ 
terial coats, tuberculosis of bones and joints, treatment of ar¬ 
thritis with superheated air, subluxations of the semilunar carti¬ 
lages of the knee, benign and malignant tumors of bone, and 
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coxa vcra. Koenig’s recent contributions to the subjects of tu¬ 
mors of bone are of much importance, particularly concerning 
the slight malignancy of certain round-cell sarcomata. Ka- 
retvski reports a ease of giant-cell sarcoma of the upper end 
of the tibia cured by curetting and chiselling, and Koenig has 
cured the same disease with the sharp curette. These are re¬ 
ports of extreme importance in view of the fact that these cases 
have heretofore been subjected to amputation of the thigh. 

The great value of this work lies in the line discernment 
exhibited hv the editor in culling from modern current literature 
things of value and subjecting them to critical analysis of a high 
scientific order. hi selecting his collaborators the editor has 
chosen wisely. However well the physician may he tible to dis¬ 
pense with this work, it contains so much of surgical importance 
that the surgeon cannot well afford to deprive himself of its help. 

Jamks P. Wauiiassk. 



